


Children’s Justice Act

• Administered by DOJ, OVC
• Focuses on 

– Investigation, prosecution judicial handling of child abuse and 
neglect

– Limiting add’l trauma to child



Legislative Intent

• Reduce trauma to the child victim
• Increase the chances of successful prosecution of the abuser
• Improve the procedures for protecting all children from 

maltreatment
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Arizona Funded Programs
• Training for Child Abuse Investigators

– Law Enforcement
– DCS Investigators
– Forensic Interviewers
– Prosecutors
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Arizona Funded Programs
• Children’s Justice Coordinators

– Housed at Child/Family Advocacy Centers
– Staff Multi-Disciplinary Teams (MDTs)
– Provide Mandatory Reporting Training to Community
– Coconino, Gila, Maricopa, Pima (Southern Arizona), Yavapai, 

and Yuma County

5



CJTF

• Serves as Arizona’s Multidisciplinary Task Force on Children’s 
Justice

• Comprised of representatives from selected disciplines involved in 
handling child abuse and neglect cases.

• Conducts the Three-Year Statewide Assessment
• Review and evaluate state investigative, administrative and both 

civil and criminal judicial handling of cases of child abuse and 
neglect.
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CJTF

• Provide Policy and Training Recommendations
• Provides system improvement recommendations to the 

investigation and prosecution of serious child abuse cases, as 
defined by federal statute. 
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Focus Areas

• Support Child And Family Advocacy Centers
• Training for Investigators/Prosecutors
• Multidisciplinary Teams (MDTs)
• Information Technology That Improves Case Tracking And 

Reporting at Advocacy Centers 
• Equipment To Conduct Investigations
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3-Year Statewide Assessment

• Before receiving funding, adopt recommendations of the CJTF re 
– Investigative, administrative, and judicial handling of cases
– Cases involving suspected child maltreatment related fatalities
– Cases involving a potential combination of jurisdictions

• In a manner which 
– Reduces additional trauma to the child and child’s family
– Ensures procedural fairness to the accused
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3-Year Statewide Assessment

• Experimental, model, and demonstration programs 
– Innovative approaches to help the prompt and successful 

resolution of civil and criminal court proceedings or enhance 
the effectiveness of judicial and administrative action 

– Enhancement of performance of court appointed attorneys and 
GALs

– Reform of State laws, regulations, protocols, and procedures to 
provide comprehensive protection for children
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Justice for Victims of Child 
Sexual Abuse Task Force 
Recommendations 
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